STANDING CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE (SCHOSA)
ANNUAL CONFERENCE APRIL 2015

ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH, PRACTICE AND EDUCATION

9th/10th April 2015
RIBA 66 Portland Place
London
W1B 1AD

What are the critical evaluation issues for architecture today?
The Societal Challenges of our time are summed up in the current European Union Horizon 2020 research programme:
health and wellbeing, food security, energy, transport and climate change action. These Challenges are closely
interconnected and a failure in one area is a failure in all. Conversely, successful design can often provide multiple benefits
across the different Challenges. The evaluation of how well architecture meets these challenges is a nuanced one, requiring
a subtle understanding of all the factors at play in a particular situation over time. The consequences of failing to
understand and act when the Challenges are not met is unthinkable, given the deteriorating resource base for the planet
and our rapidly changing climate which is becoming more and more extreme.
Architects and educators are traditionally design-led and proposal orientated, with no requirement in either the RIBA
Criteria for Education or current Building Regulations for the verification of actual performance over time. This is usually left
to the client and user to decide, with little formal feedback built in to inform future design strategies by the same designer.
As a result buildings routinely underperform by 400% on energy and carbon targets and we fail to learn obvious lessons.
At the same time, traditional forms of post-occupancy evaluation have failed to capture the imagination of client and design
teams alike, with a yawning gap between scientific modelling / monitoring methods and more poetic evaluations which
include the benefit of perceived beauty and meaningfulness underpinning our wellbeing. Architects would like to know how
well their practice is performing and how to develop a cycle of continuous improvement on a more holistic basis.
This conference aims to bring together architects and educators to explore new ways of moving beyond instrumental
building performance to reveal more meaningful methods of effective building evaluation in relation to each of the Grand
Challenges. It asks the fundamental question: ‘What is the value of education which teaches architects to understand how
well their design strategies work in reality?’ and poses this against the equally valid question: ‘How far do we really need to
go to understand how well our designs are working?’
We invite up to 4 representatives from each member School or Programme of Architecture in SCHOSA to attend the
events of 9 and 10 April of this ground-breaking conference. Please be sure to respond to the SCHOSA Secretary Richard
Patterson (schosa@btinternet.com) no later than 20th February 2015. Places will be on a first come/first served basis and
we expect the conference to be a busy one. After 20th February places will be opened up to invited guests with an
interest in this area. The RIBA Dinner is free for those attending from Architecture Schools which are SCHOSA members.

PROGRAMME
Thursday 9th April 18.00 – 20.00, Evening Reception and Debate
How can we educate architects to evaluate their built work?
Practices who are successfully doing BPE talk about their experiences and what they
need from educationalists teaching architecture.
Wellbeing
Energy
Food
Climate Change

Sunand Prasad, Peynore and Prasad
Ben Humphries, Architype Architects
Pooran Desai, Bioregional
Rab Bennetts, Bennetts Associates

Panel to address comments from the floor after initial 10 minute presentations
Friday 10th April, Main Conference
09.00
09.30

Registration and coffee
Welcome from Alex Wright, SCHOSA Chair and handover to
Fionn Stevenson, Conference Chair

MEASURING PHYSICAL FOOTPRINTS
09.40
10.00
10.20
10.40
11.00

Transport – What journey should we take? – Jon Sampson, URBED
Climate Change – water measurement – Cath Hassell , ecH2O
consultancy
Energy – Building Physics for Architects - Doug King, Royal
Academy of Engineering
Research:Evaluation:Practice - Peter Clegg, Fielden Clegg Bradley
Studios
Refreshment Break

MEANINGFUL EVALUATION

12.50

Healthy Architecture – Elena Marco, University of West England
The Cultural Value of Architecture –Flora Samuel, The University of
Sheffield
Food in our lives – Andree Viljoen, University of Brighton
Ethical consumption – where is the Hippocratic Oath for
Architects? Sandy Halliday, Gaia Architects
Summary of Morning – Alex Wright. The University of Bath

13.00 – 14.00

Lunch

11.30
11.50
12.10
12.30

EDUCATION
14.00
14.20
14.40

The Test of Time: My Building 10 years on – Carol Costello, Cullinan
Studio
The Difficult Whole: Sensory Evaluation – Fionn Stevenson, The
University of Sheffield
BPE, an educational endeavor joining students, practitioners and
researchers – Henrik Schoenefeldt, University of Kent

15.00

Break

15.30

16.55

Plenary Where next with performance evaluation? Chair –Don Gray,
University of Kent
SCHOSA resolutions on embedding performance evaluation in
architectural education
Closing comments Alex Wright, SCHOSA Chair

17.00

CLOSE

16.30

